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ADVERTISEMENT, 


This little Tract being intended for the information of 
people at large, on what is deemed an intereſting ſubject, 
the Writer has ſtudiouſly avoided all diſcuſhons of contro- 
verted topics, as well as elaborate reaſonings. Anxious 
to ſtate facts plainly, and to promote the welfare of. his 
fellow men, by means which he has judged conducive 
to that end, he hopes the ſimplicity of the dreſs in which 
he appears, will meet with indulgence from thoſe of 
nicer diſcernment. 
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FRENCH IRRELIGION AND IMPIETY 


„ ALARMING, &c. 


Countrymen, F riends, and Chriſtians, 


EHE moſt aſtoniſhing events have lately 

taken place in the kingdom of France. 
Every thing held ſacred among men has been 
trampled upon and ridiculed ; and our holy 
religion in particular has been treated in a 
manner that muſt fill ſerious minds with in- 
dignation and horror. The effect of ſuch 
impious proceedings, if not ſpeedily guarded 
againſt, muſt be felt by people of every na- 
tion. The contagion of infidelity is too ea- 
fily ſpread, and, in its conſequences, proves 
deſtructive to all the beſt intereſts of man- 
kind, 2 


Novy is the time for you to lay theſe things 
eve Av 8⁵ 


— — — — — — 


BY 1 
to heart, Let me requeſt your attenticn 
while 1 endeavour to ſet your danger before 
you. It is not my deſign to ſay any thing 
about matters of civil policy; far leſs to pre- 
tend to exhibit a model of a perfect Govern- 
ment. In vain do imperfect men expect ſuch 
a ſtate of things, and to hold it up as an ob- 
je& of purſuit might be dangerous, at a time 
when their minds are diſturbed and agitated 
by the moſt furious paſſions. 


It is probable that many of you have not 
the means of being well informed concerning 
the tranſactions to which I refer; that the 
accounts you receive are partial; and that 
ſome have unhappily adopted ſchemes, which 
give them an intereſt in endeavouring to miſ- 
lead and deceive you. I ſhall therefore begin 
with a ſhort Narrative of facts taken from 
the Journals of the National Convention and 
other authentic documents, that from theſe 
you may judge for yourſelves whether the 
concluſions deduced from them be well 
founded; and whether it be true that the 
French Nation has renounced the Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. This detail muſt be often pain- 


ts. be neceſſary to a- 


* 
| — 
9 " | 
£5 4 4 AQ 2 
7 G >; | * N 
fn SP 1 
7 7 
' 2 ] 
* * 4 ; %X 19 
. . 7 
* . { 
gz <A 
* N 7 2 
— OI 
* % — 


4 15 — RN. 5 na 


„ - 


HE 


bridge the accounts with which we are fur- 
niſhed. I have, however, no object in view 
but to ſtate matters as they have really hap- 
pened, nor ſhall I aſſert any thing but what 
I firmly believe to be true, 5 | 


In Dec. 1792, M. Dupont, a Member of 
the National Convention, expreſſed himſelf 
in this manner, What! Thrones are over- 
© turned! Sceptres broken! Kings expire 
and yet the Altars of God remain! a ſingle 
© breath of enlightened Reaſon will be ſufh- 
* cient to make them diſappear can it 
be doubted but that the French people, now 
Sovereign, will be wiſe enough to over- 
throw thoſe Altars and thoſe Idols, to which 
© Kings have hitherto made them ſubject ? 


Nature and Reaſon, thefe ought to be the 


gods of men! theſe are my gods! admire 
Nature, cultivate Reaſon. Legiſlators, if 
* you deſire that the French People ſhould be 
happy, propagate theſe principles. The ty- 
* ranny of Prieſts extends their dominion to 


another life, of which they have no other 


idea than that of eternal puniſhment; a doe- 
© trine which ſome men have hitherto had the 
good nature to believe. But theſe prejudices 


CS 3 

' © muſt now fall; we muſt deſtroy them, or 
| © they will deſtroy us. For myſelf, I honeſt- 
ly avow to the Convention I AM AN 
< ATHEIST.” When theſe words were ut- 
tered, there were ſome murmurings, but a 
great number of Members cried out: What 
is that to us, you are an honeſt man.“ 


On the 14th. Sept. 1793, one of the Sec- 
tions of Paris paſſed a Decree, relative to thoſe 
Who had fallen in the ſhocking maſſacre of the 
10th. of Auguſt, 1792, of which the follow- 
ing is an abſtract, Let us ſpeak he Language 
* of Reaſon. The Martyrs of Liberty have 
© no need of being recommended to a juſt, 
good, and merciful God; the blood which 
© they have ſhed effaces all their faults, and 


gives them a claim to the favour of the De- 


© ity. Shall we offer up prayers that he may 
© not condemn our brethren to eternal fire ? 
© This would be to inſult him; it would be 
© telling him that he is the moſt ferocious, 
© the moſt abſurd, the moſt ridiculous of all 
* Beings. Subſtitute Songs of Liberty for 
the abſurd Hymns aſcribed to the ferocious 
© David—that crowned Monſter—that Nero 
of the Hebrews,” &c. 
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On the 20th. of Sept. laſt, the Convention, 
after hearing the Report of the Committee 
of Public Inſtruction reſpecting a new Divi- 
ſion of the Year, decreed as follows, That 
© the Era of the French ſhall be reckoned 
from the foundation of the Republic, which 
took place 22d. Sept. 1792; that the Chriſ- 
© tian or Vulgar Era is aboliſhed; that the 
© year is divided into 12 months, each of 


« 30 days, after which five days ſhall enſue, 


* which ſhall make part of no month what- 
© ever. Each month ſhall be divided into 


© three parts, of ten days each. The months 
© ſhall bear the names of the Liberty and E- 


quality of the People, of the Regeneration 


© of the Mountain, of the Republic, of the 
Tennis Court, of Unity, of Fraternity, 
© of the Pikes, of the Sans Culottes, &c. 
Ke. The days ſhall bear the names, 
* of the Level of Liberty, of the National 
* Cockade, of the Plough, of the Compaſs, of 
the Faſces, of Cannon, of Oak, of Reſt, 
&c. &, * | 


*The Report on which this Decree proceeded, is ſaid to 
have been made up by the firſt French Aſtronomers, and was 
received by the Convention with burſts of applauſe. 


1 

In conſequence of the above decree, a 
complaint * was ſoon brought before the 
Municipality of Paris, that certain Merchants 
refuſed to open their ſhops on the days here- 
tofore called Sundays; upon which the Coun- 
cil of the Muncipality ordered the Merchants 
© to keep their ſhops open, under the pain 
of being conſidered as fuſpected perſons.” 


On the very next day, a Letter was receiv- 
ed by the Convention from the Procureur 
Syndic of Tonnere, bearing, that * ſeveral Com- 
© munes of that diſtrict had reſolved hereaf- 
* ter, to have neither maſſes, nor any other 
* prayers, and that they had aboliſhed Sundays.” 
And very ſoon after f he informs the Conven- 


tion that he had iſſued an order, forbidding _ 


* the future celebration of religious ſervices on 
: Sundays, commanding that theſe ſhould be 
celebrated on the laſt day of each decade; 
* and he requeſts that this order ſhould be 
© communicated to the other diſtricts:“ his re- 


_ queſt was not complied with, as being con- 


trary to one of the Articles of the New Con- 


ſtitution, but what he had done in his diſ- 


trict was ſpoken of with approbation. 
* Ocober 20. | + Odttober 24. 
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© To deſtroy Fanaticiſm, ſays Andrew 
Dumont,* one of the Repreſentatives of the 
People, who had the charge of a diſtri, * I 
© order all Prieſts who celebrate feſtivals on 
© Sundays to be arreſted ; I proſcribe thoſe 
black Animals called Prieſts.“ 

At a meeting of the Municipality of Pa- 
ris,} Chaumet, one of their leaders, ex- 
preſſed himſelf thus, © I require that the 
© People of Paris declare, that they achnow- 
© ledge no other worſhip than that of Truth and 
© Reaſon.” In conſequence of this motion, the 
Commons decreed, that all the Churches 
© or Temples, of whatever Religion or Wor- 


© ſhip, exiſting in Paris, ſhould be inſtantly 


© ſhut: that every individual who ſhall ſeek 
© for the opening of a Church or Temple, 
© ſhall be arreſted as a ſuſpicious perſon.” 


A letter was then read, amid the ap- 
© plauſe of the galleries, informing the Muni- 
* cipality, that at Nancy, every kind of religi- 
* ous worſhip was aboliſhed; that every obje&t 
© which could recal religion to the imagina- 


* OQober 24. + November 26. 
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( 88 
tion, was deſtroyed; and that all the. Churobes 
were ſhut.” 


In the proſecution of the ſame impious 
ſcheme, all religious inſtruction is excluded 
from the ſyſtem of Education preſcribed for 
the youth of France. Manuel, who lately ſuf- 
fered under the Guillotine, but who laſt year 


made a diſtinguiſhed figure in the Legiſlative 


Body, propoſed a plan of Education, in di- 


rect contempt of Chriſtianity ; and though it 
was not then adopted, one very ſimilar has 
been decreed by the Convention *. They 
have eſtabliſhed ſchools in all parts of the 
Republic, for the purpoſes of teaching the 
* youth—the French Language—the, Natural 
© Rights and Duties of Man—the uſe of Fi- 
* gures, Weights and Meaſures—for inſtruct- 
* ing them in Swimming, Running; Wreſt- 
* ling, and other Exerciſes which give agility 
to the body, and for infuſing into their 
* minds ſentiments of Republicaniſm, and a 
love of Liberty and Equality; but it is ex- 
preſsly declared, that an Inſtructor of Youth 
ſhall be diſqualified from performing the 


* OQtober 24. 


33-7] 
Service of any Worſhip, in whatever man- 
ner it may be underſtood,” 


On the 23d. of October, a Citizen of the 
* Popular Society of Moulins, being admitted 
| ” to the bar of the National Convention, ad- 
dbreſſed them thus, I announce to you 
© the triumph of Reaſon over Fanaticiſm, 
throughout the whole Department of Allier. 
The Biſhop of Moulins officiates with a 
a Pike and red cap, inſtead of a croſs and 
mitre. The dying are comforted and not 
frightened. Over the gate of the Burying 
/ Ground is the following inſcription, Death 
is only Eternal Sleep! 


Lag 


* 


* 


A 
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About the ſame time, a Prieſt of the 

name of Laurens J. A. Dunand, Deputy | 

from the Department of Mayenne, appeared 

in a meeting of the Municipality of Paris, 
and depoſited on the Altars of Philoſophy 

and Equality his office of a Prieſt, ſaying, 
He was perſuaded that the God of Nature 
> * and Liberty communicates with his Crea- 
> © tures without an Intermediary.” He then 
'} renounced the name given him at his Bap- 


tiſm, which, he added, made him either a 
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fool or a knave.“ The Council applauded 
his principles, ordered that his Letter of 
Prieſthood ſhould be burned (which was done 
immediately) and that the Letters of Dunand, 
containing his Religious Principles, ſhould be 
printed and poſted up in the ſtreets. 


The two Repreſentatives of the People at 
Rochefort wrote to the Convention, that 
* Eight Conſtitutional Prieſts and a Proteſtant 
* Minifler had abjured their Errors in the 


Temple of Truth, formerly the Pariſh 
Church, and had promiſed to teach nothing 


© but morality, and the hatred of all Reli- 
* gious Tyranny. They confirmed their 
Oath by burning their Letters of Ordina- 
tion amid the mixed acclamations both of 
Catholics and Proteſtants.” 


>. > 


La 


* 


* 


On the 7th. of Nov. There appeared at 
the Bar of the Convention, Gobet the 
Archbiſhop of Paris, attended by his Vicar 
eight Rectors and a Proteſtant Miniſter of 
the name of Julien,“ when they abjured, 


* 


La 


* 


A 


* This ſecond Julian, having loft the favour of the Conven- 


'tion, of which he is a Member, has abſconded, and diligent 


ſearch is making to apprehend him. The Guillotine is likely 


1 
not only their ſacred functions, but horri- 
ble to relate! © the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
We are told that the © Convention rejoiced in 
© the triumph of Reaſon and Nature, ſaluted 
* the Infidels with loud applauſes, and the 
© Preſident gave them the Civic Kiſs.“ And 
a Member then propoſed, that a Coloſſal 
Monument ſhould be immediately raiſ- 
ed in the great Hall of the Commonalty of 
Paris, to manifeſt the SUPPRESSION OF 
ALL RELIGIOUS WORSHIP; to bear on 
its front the word Light, on its breaſt Nature 
and Truth, and on its arms Strength and Cou- 
rage. The deſign was 3 and imme- 
diately decreed. 


Morron, the Preſbyterian Paſtor of St. 
Thomas de Louvre in Paris, on the 15th. of 
November, depoſited on the Table of the 
Commons four Silver Cups which had been 
uſed in adminiſtering the Lord's Supper, add- 
ing theſe words, they ſerved our Worſhip, 
but prejudice, and ſometimes reaſon, re- 


* proached us with the extreme folly of uſing 
© them.” 


to be his fate. Nagin, the Ath:jft, has lately ſuffered by that 
inſtrument of deſtruQtion ; * though hand Join in * the 
* wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed,” 


ts} 

Soon after, a number of Prieſts gave in 
their Letters of Prieſthood to the Munici- 
pality of Paris, ſaying, © they would no longer | 
be the Vehicles of Falſehood; they would 3 
| no longer tranſmit Fables to the Peo- | 
| | * ple, and maintain. them in their Errors. 
| And a whole Section of the People came in 
| a body to announce, that they acknowledg- 
Wl ed no other Worſhip than that of Liberty, 
|| and that in future they would have no o- 

* ther light to direct them, than that of Rea- 
ſon.“ The Council applauded the triumph 
of Philoſophy, and declared that all religious 
worſhip was then aboliſhed, except that of 
MopzRN PHILOSOPHY ; and reſolved to e- 
rect public Tribunes, in imitation of the 
Roſtra in the Roman Forum, in which Re- 
publican principles ſhould be preached. 
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Anacharſis Clootes, a foreigner, not long 
ago naturalized in France, and thereupon re- 
turned a Member of the Convention, preſent- 
ed to that Aſſembly, on the 17th. of No- 
vember laſt, his Work in favour of MAno- 
METANISM. It belongs to you,” ſaid he, 
* to repair an inſult offered to Philoſophy, 
19 * by the Legiſlative Aſſembly, who, upon 
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the ſuggeſtion of the Biſhop of Calvados, 
now guillotined, adjourned the reception 
of one of my philoſophical productions. 


It is now acknowledged that the Adverſa- 


ries of Religion have deſerved well of man- 
kind, On this ground, I demand that a 


ſtatue may be erected in the Temple of 


Reaſon, to the firſt man who abjured it. 
His name 1s Jean Millier, a Cure in Cham- 
paigne, whoſe philoſophical teſtament car_ 
ried deſolation to all the Chriſtian factions. 
The memory of this honeſt man, blaſted 


under the ancient Government, ought to 
be eſtabliſhed under the regimen of Na- 


ture.“ 


Danton, another Member of the Conven- 


tion, of. diſtinguiſhed name, expreſſed him- 
ſelf in theſe terms Every Mediator be- 


tween Man and the Divinity is perfect 
quackery. All revealed Religion is a hu- 
man invention; in its principle it is im- 
poſture, and in its effects a ſeries of Su- 
perſtition. Its Morality is in many points 
oppoſite to the impreſcriptible law of Na- 
ture, and the good order of Society; in 
others it is impoſlible to be practiſed; what- 


* 1 
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ever is praiſe-worthy in it, belongs to Na- 
© tural Religion. There is no occaſion for 


any other Morality, than that which Na- 
© ture inſpires.” 


About this time *, the Cure of Aurillac, 
Preſident of the Popular Society of that town, 
in preſence of the National Convention, 
* abjured his Prieſtly Office, and Religion. 


A Deputation alſo of Citizens from the 
Department of Cantal, was introduced to 
the Convention, who, after relating inſtances 
of their zeal for the Republic, concluded 
thus, One thing is wanting to the Revolu- 
* tion; our Department has been eager to 
* give an example of Philoſophy. We have 

ſuppreſſed Prieſts and their Worſhip. The 
Eternal will have among us no other tem- 


ples than our hearts, and no other worſhip 
than acts of civiſm.“ 


* 


* 


* 


* 


On the ſame day, the Republicans of the 
Section of Unity, entered the Hall of the 
Convention, with martial muſic, and one of 
| | them, in the name of the reſt, ſpoke as fol- 
vi bY “ Nov. 20. 


C9 

lows, It is not ſurpriſing that Reaſon ſhould 
© triumph over error, and that the People 
* ſhould gain a victory over Prieſtcraft; but 
© it is aſtoniſhing, that for eighteen centuries, 
men ſhould have conſidered as divine, a Re- 
ligion celebrated only by the evils it has oc- 
caſioned to mankind, and by the crimes it 

has cauſed to be committed.” The orator 
then recounted the principal epochs of Chriſ- 
tianity, at which maſſacres and aſſaſſinations 
have been committed, and“ declared that the 
Section of Unity would, in future, acknow- 
© ledge no other worſhip than that of Rea- 
* fon. We ſwear, ſaid he (all his attend- 


* 


ants ſtretching out their arms towards the 


Preſident) © to acknowledge no other Worſhip 
* than that of Reaſon, no other Deity than Li- 
* berty, and no other Prieſts than our Magi- 


* ſtrates.” Ves! cried voices from every part of 


the Hall, We take the ſame Oath.* The ſcene 
concluded with the loud applauſe of the Aſ- 
ſembly. Immediately after this, the Direct- 
ory of the Department of Haute Marne, in- 
formed the Convention, that they paid 
attention to the Aſhes of the Dead, and had 
ordercd a Stone to be erected at the entrance 
of every Burying Ground, with this inſcrip- 


wo 
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tion, Here is the abode o Ti Pots and * 
= _ Sleep.” 


On the zoth. of Nov. the Pupils of the new 
Republican School of the Section Des Acris, 


appeared at the Bar of the Convention, and one 
of them made a long ſpeech, which was crown- 
ed with applauſe. He ſet forth, that * all Re- 
© ligious Worſhip had been ſuppreſſed in their 
Section; even the very idea of Religion. 
He added, that he and his ſchool-fellows, 
© detefled God; that they fraternized with 


* Jews, Mahometans, Proteſtants and perſons 


© of every Sect; that, inſtead of learning the 


« Scriptures, they learned the Declaration of 


Rights, and made the Conſtitution their Ca- 
techiſm.“ The Preſident having expreſſ- 


* 


Convention, they were admitted to the 


Rifs of Fraternity amidſt the loudeſt ap- 
9 


1 ſhall ſubjoin only a very few facts more. 


In the wretched City of Lyons not only 
is Public Worſhip ſuppreſſed and the Churches 


ed to this deputation, the ſatisfaction of the 


honours of the Sitting, and received the 
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deſiled, but the moſt groſs outrage has been 
committed oa every thing ſacred. On the 


roth. of Nov. laſt, an Aſs dreſſed out in 


a Sacerdotal Habit, was led in proceſſion 
through the town by two Sans Culottes, car- 
rying a Sacred Cup, out of which they gave 
the animal drink; and, when they arrived at 
one of the public edifices, Biblet, Books of 
Devotion, &c. &c. were piled up in a heap, 
which was ſet on fire amidſt horrid ſhouts 
from a vaſt concourſe of people, Long live 
© the Sans Culottes. 

The National Convention has, in imitation 
of the Ancient Heathens, conſecrated a Pan- 
theon for the reception of the buſts of thaſe 
men whom they profeſs to revere. And who 
are the perſonswhom they have rankedamong 
the number of their Divinities? Voltaire and 
Rouſſeau, the moſt diſtinguiſhed enemies of 
Chriſtianity in modern times ; Brutus, a re- 
ſolute Heathen, who, under the pretence of 
patriotiſm, imbrued his hands in the blood 
of his owa ſon ; Pelletier and Marat, whoſe 
violence and crimes provoked the daggers of 
Aſſaſſins to their deſtruction. The latter of 
theſe the Club of the Cozgeliers, in their im- 
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. pious frenzy, have gloried in, as worthy of 
being preferred to the Saviour of Mankind.“ 


Thst they might ſhow their reſpe& for Pa- 


| ganiſm ſtill more, the Convention has dedi- 


cated Feſtival Days to Imaginary ' Beings, 
ſuch as Virtue, Genius, Labour and Opin- 
ion; and, to finiſh the group, have added one 


more, clothed in fleſh and blood, to their nu- 


merous liſt of Deities. On the 1oth. of Nov. 
laſt, a Young Woman, of a fine figure, ar- 
rayed in the Robes of Liberty, was introduc- 
ed into the National Convention as a God- 
deſs, to whom they paid their homage ; on 
which occaſion, an Hymn to Human Rea- 
fon was ſung, and the Muſic played a Hymn 
to Liberty, and the People cried out, with 
one voice, * No more Altars, no more Prieſts, 


* no other God but the God of Nature.“ 


* Club of the Cordeliers at Paris, 27th. July, 1793, The 


Sitting was devoted to the Regulation of the Ceremonies to 
© be obſerved on bringing the Heart of Marat into the Hall of 


© the Club.“ Having deſcribed the order of Proceſſion, a 


Speech was read, having this Motto, 
0 Heart of Jeſus! O Heart of Marat 


A compariſon is drawn in this Oration between theſe two Per- 
ſonages. The criminal exploits of this pretended Friend of 


the People, are put in competition with the Divine DoQrines 


of the Son of God—Chrilt is ſaid to be a Prophet Marat to 


be a God. The Concubine of Marat, on account of her care 


of him, is celebrated for having ſaved the God of the Repub- 
lic from the dagger of Fayette, by which he muſt otherwiſe 
have fallen. What blaſphemy in all this! 
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In laying before you this painful narrative, 


I have avoided, as much as poſſible, the mix- 
ing it with any remarks of my own, that 
you may read in their very words, and 
judge for yourſelves to what dreadful lengths 
in irreligion and impiety that infatuated peo- 
ple have gone. Conſider coolly and ſeriouſ- 
iy what I have ſhortly ſtated, and then ſay 
whether their conduct ought not to be held 
in abhorrence by every one that believes in 
the Goſpel of the Son of God. Obſerve, I 
entreat you, that it is not the abſurdities of 
Popery alone, which they have rejected. All 
Religion and all Worſhip of the true God is 
diſclaimed by them. The Doctrines of a Fu- 
ture Judgment and an Eternal Life, are de- 
rided as irrational and abſurd, and the whole 
Syſtem of Chriſtianity 1s treated as if it were 
an Impoſition on the credulity of Mankind. 
That day in particular, which is conlecrated 
to the religious Commemoration of our Bleſs- 
ed Saviour's Reſurrection, is expreſsly abo. 
liſhed,“ and people are required to keep their 


* By changing the week into ten days in place ol ſeven, 
the obſervation of the Chriſtian Sabbath muſt become, in pro- 
ceſs of time, altogether impracticable. Snppoſe that on Wed- 
neſday the firſt of January, 1794, we were to lengthen our 
weeks to ten days, giving new names to all the days of the 
week, I imagine there are but few people who would be able 
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ſhops open and to follow their ſecular em- 
ployments on it, under pain of being held 


up as enemies to the Republic, 


Whatever pretences may be uſed to juſtify 
this conduct, and however much they may 
attempt to cover over their real purpoſe, un- 
der the ſhelter of Univerſal Toleration“, 


nothing can be more obvious, than that it is 


their determined reſolution, by this means, to 


to tell, before "ER years had elapſed, which day was in reali- 
ty the Sabbath of Chriſtians; What then muſt be the caſe in 
the {pace of 100 or 200 years? 

* Since the preceding narrative of facts was ſent to the 
preſs, the Journals of the Convention of the 6th. of Decem- 
her have come to hand, from which it appears, that the mea- 
ſures taken to ſuppreſs Religious Worſhip, which ſeem to have 
been carried on with great violence, had produced an alarm 
among ſome chafſes of people. To preſerve peace, the Con- 
vention have paſſed a deerce, * forbidding all violence or me- 
naces againſt the freedom of Religious Worſhip, and promiſ- 
ing protection to people of all denominations.” They re- 
new, however, their former deerees againſt Prieſts, ny de- 
clare that *they do not mean to check the aſpiring flight of 
« the public mind.“ In like manner, the Municipality of 
Paris have reſolved not to liſten to petitions againſt any form 
of Worſhip, but they add, that they “ ſhall always cauſe the 
* will of ſuch Sections to be reſpected, which have renounced 


all Religious Worſhip, except that of Reaſon, Liberty, and 


the Ropublican Virtues.” This is additional evidence, that 
the Rulers of France have eſpouſed the cauſe of Irreligion, 
and that their retainers, taking advantage of the confufions 
and anarchy which prevail, have been exerciſing groſs violence 
to cruſh all Religions Worſhip, till the danger arifing from 
tach oppreſſion, has induced theſe public bodies to make de- 
clarations of the aboye tenor, in favour of toleration. It ap- 
prars that they have at length been obliged even to allow * 


Churches to be opened for Religious Service. 


( as 
deſtroy the credibility of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and, if poſſible, to bury. in everlaſting 
oblivion, the facred name of its Author. 
Why have they aboliſhed the Chriſtian Era ? 
What other reaſon can be aſſigned for this 
meaſure, but that they may break all aſſocia- 
tions of every kind, which ſentiments of ve- 
neration and grautude have formed in men's 
minds, with that great and intereſting period. 
Why have they aboliſhed the Lord's day? 
Is it not in order to obliterate, as far as lies 
in their power, the memory of that glorious 
Event on which our Faith and Hope do reſt* 
They knew well that the obſervance of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, the weekly return of de- 
vout Exerciſes and religious Inſtruction, are 
the great means of preſcrving, in the minds 
of men, a ſenſe of God, and our obligations 
to him. The places of Public Worſhip are 
deſiled with impious Rites of their own in- 
vention, for no other reaſon but to prevent 
thoſe ſocial communications of devour and 
grateful ſentiments, which circulate from 
heart to heart in a worſhipping Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians, And to put the matter beyond 
all doubt, they have expreſſed themſelves, 
concerning our holy Faith, and, its divine 
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Author, in terms of contempt and hatred 
that exceed all bounds of decency, and be- 
tray unequivocal marks of inveterate malice 
and ' hoſtile deſign againſt the Religion of 
Jeſus. 


But perhaps it will be ſaid, that the things 
which have been related are ſo ſhocking that 
it is almoſt impoſſible to believe them, and 
perſons intereſted in miſleading you, will 
endeavour to perſuade you that they are not 


true. My anſwer is, that they are publiſhed 


in their daily Journals; they have never once 
been publicly contradicted; and they are 
{ſupported by the very ſame evidence with 
many other facts which you never pretend 
to call in queſtion. You believe, I preſume, 
that the old Government of France is over- 
turned ; that the King and Queen have been 
put to death; that Briſſot and twenty other 
Members of the Convention were guillotined 
in one day; you believe that the ruling par- 
ty has prevailed over thoſe who profeſſed to 
{upport the religious eſtabliſhment; and, 
perhaps, ſome of you have been diſpoſed to 
believe, with ſeeming ſatisfaction, their vic- 


tories in other reſpects. If you are convinced 
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of theſe things, and will not believe the facts 


and events which I have detailed, and for 
which you have at leaſt equal authority, 
there is nothing farther I can do for your 
benefit, but to pray to God that you may 
not ſuffer by your incredulity and ſecurity. - 


I ſhall next be told, perhaps, that theſe 
impious opinions are not entertained by 
the people at large; that they are the ſen- 
timents of a number of individuals only, 
who have puſhed themſelves forward into 
public view, but that there are many 1in- 
cere Chriſtians among them; and ſome will 
be ready to ſubjoin, that the number of thoſe 
among ourſelves who undervalue religion and 
its inſtitutions, is by no means inconſidera- 
ble. Let us candidly inquire into the grounds 
of theſe allegations. 


With regard to France, Jam happy to ex- 
preſs my hopes, that, in the midſt of much 
ſuperſtition, there may be in it many indi- 


viduals who have a high veneration for our 


Divine Religion, whoſe minds are grievouſly 


afflicted with the infidelity and violence which 
prevail among them, and who are devoutly 
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praying for the reſtoration of the Sabbath and 
. the ordinances of the Goſpel. | 


Still, however, we have fufficient grounds 
for aſſerting, that the people of France, as a 
nation, have thrown off all Religion, and 
have treated Chriſtianity, in particular, as if 
it were an impoſture. From what has been 
ſaid it is manifeſt, that the Repreſentative 
Body of the people, have avowed their infi- 
delity, * ſetting their mouths againſt the amd 
© vens.' Pſ. Ixxili. 9. 


Let it be conſidered then that the Members 
of the Convention are indeed a full Re- 
preſentation of the very loweſt of the people. 
In France Univerſal Srffrage (which ſome a- 
mong ourſelves ſeem to hold out as the found- 
ation of political happineſs) has been eſlab- 
liſhed. The preſcnt Rulers were choſen by 
the voice of the populace, at a time when 
their minds were too much heated by zeal. 
for what they deemed the cauſe of their coun- 
try, to ſuffer themſelves to be influenced in 
their choice by motives which may operate 
upon men in cooler times. 


{ 9 }) 

What then ſhall we think of the faith of the 
Conſtituents when their popular Repreſenta- 
tives have boldly declared their purpoſe to 
ſubvert the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt? This ir- 
religious ſpirit began early to work in the 
Convention, as if they had imbibed it among 
thoſe who elected them, and as if they had 
been choſen to diffuſe it; it ſpread with a- 
mazing rapidity, receiving, on every occaſion, 
the countenance and applauſe of the people, 
as being congenial to their own ſentiments, 
and now it triumphs over all oppoſition. 


The Revolution in France had no ſooner 
taken place, than the National Aſſembly met 
and tranſacted buſineſs on Sunday in the ſame 
manner as on the other days of the week; 
and, from that time downward to the preſent 
day, this practice has been uniformly perſiſt- 
ed in. Amidſt the various reverſes of fortune 
they have experienced, they have never once 
acknowledged their dependence on the Pro- 
vidence of God. Neither their unexpected 
ſucceſſes, nor their direful calamities, have led 
them at any one time to the Religious Duty 
of humiliation or of thankſgiving. 


D 
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It was not, however, till laſt year that a di- 
rect attack was made on Revealed Religion. 
Then war was proclaimed againſt the Chriſ- 
tian Faith. In this unhallowed conteſt, par- 
ties the moſt' oppoſite, ſtruggled for fame. 
The Feuillans and Jacobins, the Girondiſts 
and Maratiſts, bore down the few Believers 
who might belong. to the Convention ; and 
now the Worſhip of Nature and Reaſon is 
the only Religion profeſſed among them. 
What ideas they affix to ſuch expreſſions I 
know not. To me it appears that they have 
embraced either downright Atheiſm, or ſome- 
thing very ſimilar to it. 


Nor ought we to forget that the moſt cele- 
brated Clubs in Paris, and the Municipal Bo- 
dies in various parts of the kingdom, have vi- 
ed for diſtinction in this irreligious-warfare 
with the Convention itſelf ; while many in- 
dividuals have gained a name in the inglori- 
ous work. | 


The ſituation of Britain, bleſſed be God, 
is ſo very different, that no juſt compariſon 
can be made between it and that of France. 


Outward reſpect is ſhown by every body of 
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men for Divine Inſtitutions, and many in- 
dividuals, in the higheſt ranks of life, re- 
gularly attend in places of Public Worſhip, 
thus giving an example to their inferiors 
worthy of imitation. 


Our gracious Sovereign, we mention it 
with pleaſure, fails not to call upon his ſub- 
jects, to join in the devout exerciſes of faſt- 
mg or of thankſgiving,according as the aſpects 
of Providence towards this nation are favour- 
able or threatening ; and, in the habitual ten- 
our of his own life, he ſets before his people 
a noble pattern of piety and virtue. In the 
great Council of the Nation, Religion 1s treat- 
ed with reverence; the Sunday is ſet apart 
for ſacred duties, and on it the ordinary bu- 
ſineſs of life is ſuſpended. In this country, 
the great body of the people, it is believed, 
continue to reſort on the Sabbath to the 
places ſet apart for Prayer and Praiſe, and for 
the conveyance of Religious and Moral In- 
ſtruction. Allow me to ſubjoin, that what- 
ever defects there may be in the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution (for nothing merely human is per- 
fect) we have reaſon to rejoice that it recog- 
niſes the truth of our Holy Religion, and 
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3 
gives countenance to thoſe who are employ- 
ed in promoting its intereſts among the peo- 


ple. 


Think ſeriouſly then on the conſequences 
of French Irreligion, and conſider how near- 
ly they concern Chriſtians of every denomi. 
nation. If theſe things had happened in the 
moſt remote parts of the earth, muſt not de- 
vout ſouls have been greatly diſtreſſed to hear 
of ſuch impious Doctrines? Muſt they not 
have been afflicted in ſpirit, on account of 
the moſt formidable attack made on Chriſti- 
anity fince its firſt publication ? But theſe e- 
vents have taken place in our neighbourhood; 
among a people, whom indeed we long con- 
ſidered as our enemies, but whom, not a few, 
have of late pretended to admire. Is it be- 
cauſe they have renounced the Faith of the 
Goſpel, that you behold them with ſuch 
complacency ? Would you admire, or keep 
company with, or with ſucceſs to, a friend or 
neighbour, who ſhould openly trample upon 
every thing you have bcen accuſtomed to hold 
ſacred and venerable? And, can you ſeri- 
oully think of ſuch multitudes of men, in 
the moſt public manner boaſting of their in- 
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fidelity, without feeling ſentiments of indig- 
nation and abhorrence ? 


But this is not all; there is infinite danger 
to be apprehended from the ſpreading of theſe 
impious tenets. There is reaſon to fear that 
they cannot eaſily be confined within the ter- 
ritories of that diſtracted kingdom. 'The 
vices and wickedneſs which prevail in the 
world, the licentiouſneſs of men's practice, 
and their deſire, of courſe, to throw off all 
reſtraint, enſure them ſucceſs among great 
numbers. Beſides, the French Infidels have 
ſet themſelves againſt the whole Chriſtian 
world. Their Doctrines, therefore, muſt be 
propagated, for they have no proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs but in overturning Governments, and in 


eradicating a ſenſe of God and Religion out 


of the minds of men. Hence the impious 
attempts they have made, and the zeal they 
have ſhown to ſpread the infection of their 


irreligious principles wherever their influence 
has extended. 


And now, my Countrymen, convinced 
that the danger is great—that it is immediate 


feel myſelf conſtrained by the obligations 
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of Religion, to come forward and to addreſs 
you, on this momentous occaſion, in the 
ſpirit of Chriſtian Love. 


Ye who occupy the higher ranks of life, 
have an important part to act. You are firm- 
ly attached to our civil eſtabliſhment. You 
have expreſled, in ſtrong terms, your abhor- 
rence of French Anarchy and Impiety. But 
{ſomething more 1s requiſite. Religion is the 
great bond of ſocial union. It is our only 
ſecurity for the virtue of the people. You 
muſt, therefore, ſtudy to promote its intereſts. 
You muſt reverence its Sacred Inſtitutions. 
Should you follow an oppoſite line of conduct, 
the conſequences will be fatal to yourſelves 
and others. Of this, the nation of France 
furniſhes a melancholy proof. Their Nobleſſe 
and Philoſophers became converts to Infidel. 
ity: they contemned all Religion: their 
principles gradually ſpread among the lower 
orders of men. At length the plan of Rouſ- 
ſeau, who, in order to overthrow Divine Re- 
velation, propoſed to eſtabliſh a Univerſal 
Worſhip in honour of Human Reaſon, has 
been carried into effect. Hence the ſhocking 
ſcenes now exhibited in that country. 


BW 


If you would dread ſuch a ſtate of Society 
as the greateſt calamity that ever befel a na- 
tion, attend to the means which are the beſt 
preſervative from it. It is alleged that not a 
few of thoſe among us who are diſtinguiſh- 
ed by birth or fortune, have deſerted our 
Churches, and ſhow too little reſpect for the 
Chriſtian Sabbath. Perhaps ſome have acted 
in this manner merely through inconfidera-. 
tion, The ſtate of public affairs will admit 
of this apology no longer. The man who 
will not now give his countenance'to Reli- 
gion, and Religious Worſhip, may come to 
be accounted an enemy to the cauſe. By 
your ſituations in lite, your example will ne- 
ceſſarily have an influence on thoſe around 
vou. Let your light then ſhine before 
men.“ Neglect no longer the aſſembling 
© of yourſelves together, on the firſt day of 
the week, as the manner of ſome has been.“ 


You have of late entered into Aſſociations 

for ſupporting the Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment of your Country. I am perſuaded that 
ſimilar Aſſociations to give countenance to 
the Inftitutions of Religion, would be one 
of the beſt means you could deviſe for effec- 
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tuating that important purpoſe... And ſurely 
it would not be unbecoming, nor unworthy 
of your ſtation, to adopt the reſolution of at- 
tending the Church on the Lord's day, and 
to enjoin the ſame conduct on your Children 
and Servants. Entertaining the, pleaſing hope 
of ſeeing this advice complied with, I feel a 
ſtrong preſentiment that it will be attended 
with the nobleſt effects. It will put out of 
countenance thoſe in the lower walks of life, 
who are unhappily become profligate and li- 
centious. What is much more, it will en- 
ſure to you that influence among the great 
body of the people, particularly among the 
ſober and good, which pertons of diſtinction 
long poſſeſſed in this country, and to which 
ſuperior rank, when adorned by virtue, is 
well entitled. | 


But it is not to thoſe in more conſpicuous 
ſtations of life alone that I addreſs myſelf. 
To avert the danger that threatens our beſt 
and higheſt intereſts, there is a neceſſity for 
a firm union, and a ſteady co-operation, a- 
mong the Servants of our common Lord, of. 
every rank and denomination. 


„ 

You are not ignorant, Chriſtians, how 
much reaſon we had, formerly, to lament the 
growth of Infidelity; how much we have 
laboured to convince and convert men to the 
Faith. But alas! our work 1s exceedingly 
increaſed. The unprincipled and profane, 
who hate our councils, rejoice at the diffuſion 
of opinions and doctrines, which at once 
ſet them free from the reſtraints of con- 
{cience, and an apprehenſion of a Judgment 
to come. In what language ſhall we addreſs 
thoſe who diſbelieve the Goſpel ? How ſhall 
we awaken to a ſenſe of danger, perſons who 
have arrived to ſuch an awful height of im- 
piety as to ſay that there is no God.“ 


Even With reſpe& to many of thoſe whoſe 
former profeſſion promiſed better things, we 
are not a little apprehenſive. Are you not 
liable, in ſuch trying times, to be impoſed 
upon, and ſeduced into meaſures of which 
you may repent, when, alas! it may be too 
late? Captivated by the high ſounding 
terms of Liberty and Equality, you may be 
no ways alarmed about matters of the laſt im- 
portance to your eternal welfare, for this 


_ reaſon, becauſe you ſee no danger. Attend, 
— ; E , 
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I beſeech you, to the progreſs of National 
Infidelity among the French. At the begin- 
ning of their Revolution, they held out doc- 
trines and principles of which every candid 
mind muſt approve. They began with a Re. 
form in their Civil Government, the neceſ- 


{ity of which was generally acknowledged: 
they proceeded for a while, apparently under 
the guidance of Patriotiſm and Public Virtue. 
But how ſoon, alas! did they overleap the 
boundary preſcribed by Reaſon and Religion? 
On a ſudden there aroſe a band of impious 
ſpirits. Theſe took advantage of the paſſions 
of the people. The cry of Liberty reſound- 
ed to the ſkies. But who would have ima- 
gined that the Goſpel of Jeſus was to be ſa- 
crificed at its ſhrine? Who could have be- 
lieved before hand, that thoſe impious Rites 
of which we have heard, would be perform- 
ed in the Temple of God? Yet theſe things 
have happened ; and many good and virtuous 
Spirits, who joined their voices in approba- 
tion of meaſures purſued in the firſt ſtages of 
the Revolution, are, ſome of them, mourn- 
ing in ſecret over their own conduct, while 
| others of them have ſuffered under the in- 
ſtruments of death, for attempting to recover 1 
what they had loſt. | 
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Take warning from fo very recent an ex- 
ample.. Among us the cry after a change is 
already raiſed. Though the grounds of com- 
plaint are ſmall in compariſon, pretences for 
ſounding the alarm are not wanting, Theſe, 
if not reliſted at the beginning, may ſoon ac- 
quire ſupport, and, in the iſſue prove dan- 
gerous to all that is dear to us as Men and 
Chriſtians. There may be among,us, as well 
as in other nations, men who have ſelfiſh 
and finiſter ends to ſerve; whoſe deſigns are 
artfully concealed; lovers of diſcord and 
diſorder. If they have begun already in any 
meaſure to ſhow themſelves, by ſpeaking 
lightly of the obligations of Religion, by an 
affected imitation of the language of the ſons 
of licentiouſneſs, then you have a loud call 
to take care not to liſten to them, but to turn 
away. O my ſoul come not into their ſe- 
* cret, unto their aſſembly, mine honour, be 
thou not united. 


If you ſhould ſlight theſe admonitions, 
who can tell what the conſequences may be? 
'To poiſon your minds and to prepare you for 
the part they wiſh you to act, artful men will 
teach you to cry aloud, againſt the efforts that 
are now making to repreſs the moſt danger- 
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ous ſpirit that ever diſcovered itſelf among 
mankind. That you deteſt war I am not ſur- 
priſed. It is an unnatural. and deſtructive 
ſtate. I ſpeak not in its favour. I hope light 
and knowledge and true religion, as they 
have already moderated ſome of its direful 
conſequences, ſo they will gradually operate 
to prevent it altogether. But why is the cry 
now louder than uſual? The preſent war is 
of no common complexion. Should the e- 
nemies of religion and order prevail, all your 
beſt intereſts are brought into immediate dan- 
ger. Wherever they are able to plant their 
deadly Poplar, which they call the Tree of 
Liberty, but which is in truth the emblem of 


Tyranny and Irreligion, the Croſs of Jeſus 
will fall before it. 


On former occaſions this nation has been 
viſited with the calamities of war. The con- 
teſt has been, for forms of government 
the ſucceſſion of princes—imaginary or trif- 
ling inſults—extenfion of territory, or eſtab- 
liſhment of power. Thoſe wars have been 
ſubmitted to without murmuring, and ſup- 
ported with ſpirit ; and ſhall we ſuccumb on 
the preſent occaſion, when we are called to ex- 
ert ourſelves in our own defence, againſt thoſe 


( 41 ) 
diſturbers of the world, whoſe aim ſeems to 
be, to overturn our Eſtabliſhment both in 
Church and State; and, if poſſible, wholly 
to deprive us of the benefits of the Goſpel. 


Ye Miniſters of Chriſt, unite your efforts 
in ſupport of our common Chriſtianity. Se- 
parated as you may be from one another by 
the diſtinguiſhing tenets, forms or ceremon- 
ies of the Churches or religious Societies to 
which you belong, cultivate unity of affec- 
tion, and ſtrive with one heart and one ſoul 
to ſtem the torrent of Impiety and Atheiſm, 
Ah! how unprofitable have thoſe conteſts 
frequently proved, in which good men even 
of the ſame communion have engaged, 
and in which they have ſometimes rouſed the 
paſſions of the multitude? Let theſe now be 
laid aſide, and let all the talents with which you 
are entruſted be employed in vindicating the 
cauſe of God and the Goſpel of his Son. In- 
culcate upon men, reverence for the divine 
authority, fidelity to our great Maſter, and 
the conſciencious diſcharge of every relative 
duty; and, by your own example, ſtudy * to 
* provoke them to love and good works. 


Ye Elders of the Church, our ſfellow-la- 
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bourers in. Works of charity and mercy, 
who have been raiſed to your reſpectable of- 
fice on account of your diftinguiſhed regard 
for Religion; you have frequent opportu- 
nities of mixing with the lower claſſes of 
men; and many of you have great influence 
among them. In this ſeaſon of darkneſs and 
of danger, it is more particularly your duty 
to watch over their beſt intereſts, and to 
guard them againſt this faral contagion, which 
threatens to overſpread the Chriſtian world, 
The time has been, when, upon infinitely 
{lighter grounds, you have judged it neceſſa- 
ry to awaken the zeal, and to unite the 
ſtrength, of the people, in order to teſtify 
your ſteady attachment to what you deemed 
the intereſts of Religion. And ſhall you 
now fall aſleep, as if there were no danger ? 
Will you wait till the enemy is within your 
borders? I intreat you to quit yourſelves 
like men, and ſhow to the world that you 
are not indifferent as to the prevalence of 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 


Chriſtians of every denomination, in this 
hour of trial, approve yourſelves the follow- 
ers of the Prince of Peace. Firmly per- 
ſuaded that our Religion is divine, cheriſh 
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its benign ſpirit, and turn from the counſels 
of thoſe who deſpiſe or think lightly of it. 
Thus ſhall the deſigns formed againſt our 


proſperity and happineſs be defeated, and the 


high privileges we enjoy tranſmitted undi- 
miniſhed to future generations. 


I conclude in the words of that Goſpel 


which, alas! is now ſo much deſpiſed, but 


which * ſhall laſt as long as the ſun and moon 
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ſhall endure, and againſt which the gates 
of hell ſhall never prevail The foundation 
of God ſtandeth ſure. Let every one that 
nameth the name of Chriſt depart from in- 
iquity. I exhort that ſupplications and 
prayers be made for all men, for Kings and 
all that are in authority, that we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all Godlineſs 
and honeſty—this is good and acceptable 
in the ſight of God our Saviour. Study to 
be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs. 
Finally, brethren, farewell: be perfect, be 
of good comfort, be of one mind, -live in 


peace; and the God of love and peace ſhall 
be with you,” 


THE END. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


By ſome very late accounts, it appears, that the irre- 
ligious tenets profeſſed by the Jacobins of France, had 
made impreſſions ſo much to their diſadvantage, that the 
Pariſian Club have at length announced to the public, 
that © they believe in God,” This reſtricted Confeſſion 
of faith, ſeems intended merely to hoodwink and de- 
lude the great body of the people; and is conſiſtent 
with their diſavowal of the principal doctrines both of 
Natural and Revealed Religion. It contains no ac- 
knowledgment of the Moral Perfections and Providence 
of God—of the Obligations to Religious Worſhip—of 
the Accountableneſs of Man—or of the Immortality of 
the Soul, in oppoſition to the monſtrous aſſertion, that 
Death is only eternal ſleep:“ far leſs does it intimate 
any reſpeCt for Revelation, and the important Truths of 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem. It is in reality nothing more than 
what Epicurus, Spinoza, and all the Atheiſtical tribe, 
ancient and modern, have admitted. 'They occaſionally 
acknowledged a Supreme Being, and even ſome of his 
Attributes; but they repreſented him as far removed from 
the inſpection of human affairs. Sometimes they ſpoke 
of the Univerſe, Nature, or Subſtance, as the Deity. 
Theſe forms of expreſſion are ſimilar to thoſe of the 
French Jacobins, who ſay, that « Nature and Reaſon 
are the Gods of Men.” A God without Wiſdom, 
Power, Will, Goodneſs, and Juſtice, is in reality no 
God at all. 


